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STUDENTS DO NOT APPLY FOR SCHOLARSHIPS

(and why you should)

I don’t know where to look for scholarships.

You can find information on scholarships lots of places—on the web, at your local library, flyers in your college counselor’s office, the scholarship office at your local college, in books, announcements in local newspapers, through community-based organizations (e.g., Chamber of Commerce). You should also check with your parents’ employers and the organizations to which they belong.

I don’t have the time to look for scholarships or fill out applications!

Time is money, and in this case, money well spent!  If it takes a total of ten hours to look for, complete, and submit scholarship applications and you receive only one $500 scholarship, you have made $50 an hour—more than most of us make at our jobs!

I don’t have a 4.0 GPA.

Most scholarships do not require a 4.0 grade point average (GPA).  Scholarships that require a minimum GPA usually ask for a 3.0 or 3.5.  Others do not consider the grade point average in the selection process at all!  Scholarships can be based on your career or academic interests, community service, ethnic or religious background, leadership in activities, athletic ability, or other criteria.  There is something for everyone!

I don’t feel worthy of a scholarship.

Everyone is worthy of the opportunity to learn, grow, and contribute to their community and society-at-large.  Scholarships provide this opportunity. Scholarship donors recognize the benefits to their businesses, communities, and the nation.  Scholarships are not a handout.  They are an investment in people and in America’s future.

I can’t write a great essay.

Writing an essay, especially about yourself, can be very difficult.  Through your essay, a scholarship committee gets to know you.  After you have a first draft of your essay, have several people read it over for grammar, style, and content.  Don’t be embarrassed to ask for advice from teachers, relatives, and friends.  You might leave out something important! Pick one main theme and, based on the essay question, outline a few ideas that support your theme, using specifics not generalizations.

My parents make too much money.

Some scholarships are based on need, but there are many based on merit or talent.  Students are selected based on academic or other achievements and abilities as well as the promise of future success rather than on their family income and assets.

I’m embarrassed to ask people for recommendations.

Most people feel honored to be asked for their help.  Those you ask to write a letter of recommendation should know you well and believe that you will be successful in college and in your future. Develop relationships with teachers and community members whom you may later ask for recommendation letters to support your college and scholarship applications, internships, and jobs.  Seek their advice on colleges and careers.  Ask them how they got where they are and what strengths and experiences helped them most. Someday, you will be in a position to mentor and write letters of recommendation for others.  

ATTEND ONE OF THE MANY L.A. CASH FOR COLLEGE

FAFSA WORKSHOPS BEGINNING JANUARY TO MARCH, 2010 CASH FOR COLLEGE WORKSHOP DAY February 6,2010
CHECK OUT: www.lacashforcollege.org for Workshop locations

                           YOUR COLLEGE “TO DO” LIST

	START PLANNING
	USEFUL WEBSITES

	Get Organized:
	To learn more about:

	· Decide which colleges and universities interest you.
	· The Financial Aid Process: www.finaid.org

	· Contact each school to determine admission and financial aid deadline dates.
	· Preparing for College: www.collegeboard.com/student/plan/index.html

	· Determine which forms are required to apply for BOTH admission and financial aid.

· Get Federal PINs for you and one of your custodial parents (to help you file the Free Application for Federal Student Aid {FAFSA}) by going on-line at:

www.pin.ed.gov

· No later than March 2, 2010:


· complete and submit the 2010-11 FAFSA at:

www.fafsa.ed.gov

· complete and submit the 2010-11 Cal Grant GPA Verification Form. (Check with your counselor)
	· Scholarship Opportunities:

             www.finaid.org

              www.fastweb.com


              www.collegeboard.com
· Cal Grants from the State of California


www.csac.ca.gov

· College Community Board of Governors' 


Enrollment Fee Waiver:


www.icanaffordcollege.com

· Governor’s Scholar (State Merit) Awards:


www.scholarshare.com

· Gates Millennium Scholarships


www.gmsp.org

	· Attend a financial aid workshop at your high school or one of the upcoming L.A. Cash for College FAFSA Workshops which begin January, 2010

For locations, check out:

www.lacashforcollege.org
	To estimate your Family Contribution:                                                        www.fafsa4caster.ed.gov 

To complete a FAFSA: www.fafsa.ed.gov
To complete the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE:

(if required by any of the colleges to which you are applying)

www.collegeboard.com

	
	


         ASK QUESTIONS!

