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Introduction: This is a tough year for CSU admissions. More students than ever are applying, the November 30 application deadline for freshmen and transfers is fixed, and you need to make sure your application is correct and complete. Here are ten tips for getting ready for the October 1 launch of the application system for the Cal State’s 23 campuses. 
	Email
Completed: ___
	1. Have a working email address: Create an email address if you don’t have one. Gmail and hotmail are free and easy to use. Your high school may provide you with an email as well. The CSU campuses will only communicate with you via email. 

	Transcript(s):
Completed: ___


	2. Collect High school and college transcripts: Get a copy of your high school and/or college transcripts.  Make sure it is correct. You need this to complete the CSU application.

	GPA:
Completed: ___
	3. Calculate GPA: Calculate your 10th and 11th grade CSU GPA. Ask your counselor if you’re not sure. Add up your honors and AP classes taken in 9-12th grade.

	Test Scores Sent
Completed: ___
	4. Send test scores: Send your SAT and ACT scores to CSU Mentor and all CSU campuses to which you apply will receive your scores. If you are taking the tests later this fall, use CSU mentor as one of your four free score reports.

	EAP Scores:
Completed: ___
	5. Find EAP score: If you took the EAP in 11th grade, find out your score as it can help you waive English placement requirements. 

	Explore CSU Mentor:
Completed: ___
	6. Explore CSU mentor: Go to the CSU mentor site-csumentor.edu. Explore the great info on different CSU campuses, exploring majors, planning for college, and the application and financial aid process. It will show you each campus that has the majors that interest you.

	Use Planner:
Completed: ___
	7. Use the Planner: Use the planner under Planning for College. You can fill it out anytime and it will transfer right into your application when you are ready.

	Investigate

Impaction:
Completed: ___
	8. Investigate impacted majors and campuses: This is a tough year for admissions. Many campuses have too many students in particular programs. Many top CSUs have too many students.  You are guaranteed priority enrollment at the CSU in your area. You may need to find out which ones are limiting enrollment. Here is a link to the list of impacted programs by major and campus. http://www.calstate.edu/sas/publications/documents/ImpactedProgramsMatrix.pdf

	Gather financial

info:
Completed: ___
	9. Gather financial information: Collect your family’s financial information. You will need your family’s income if want a fee waiver for the CSU applications and plan to apply for EOP, a great support program for low-income students.

	Determine residency status:

Completed: ___
	10. Determine residency status: You need to know your residency status. Ask your parents or family members. You do not need a SSN number but you need to know how long you have been in the California as the CSU system calculates your tuition based on how long you have lived and attended school in California. Remember, AB 540 student can get admitted to the CSU system but you cannot qualify for a fee waiver or formal financial aid.



You deserve to go to a four year college. Let’s help you make these dreams become a reality.
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