6 Tips for Counseling Undocumented AB 540 Students
1)  Assist students with completion of college admission application fee-waivers.

· Undocumented students ARE NOT eligible for CSU application fee-waivers.

· Undocumented students ARE eligible for UC application fee-waivers.

· Undocumented student eligibility for private college/university application fee-waivers is on a campus-by-campus basis.  CONTACT EACH CAMPUS the student is interested in attending to find out.

2) Assist students with completion of college admission applications.

· Undocumented AB 540 students often require assistance completing residency questions included in college admission applications.

· If you are unable to assist the student, refer them to an AB 540 knowledgeable representative from the college they wish to apply to.

· Develop relationships with schools and contacts for advice.
3) Assist students with lists of scholarships that do not require legal permanent residency, U.S. citizenship, and/or a social security number.

· Many private scholarships require proof of citizenship/legal residency, which makes undocumented students ineligible.

· Undocumented AB 540 students often require assistance with researching and successfully finding scholarships that they are eligible for.

4) Assist students with finding alternative options for funding their education.

· Many undocumented AB 540 students are finding creative ways to fund their education.

· Students may consider approaching friends, neighbors, family members, teachers, local businesses, and large companies to request financial support for their college education.

· Students may consider working together to hold fundraisers to help undocumented AB 540 students pay for college.

5) Assist students with determining whether or not to complete a FAFSA.

· ONLY undocumented students with residency paperwork “in process” should complete a FAFSA.  If they have filed paperwork then the government is aware of their presence in the U.S. and the student is not at risk for deportation.

· Undocumented students without residency paperwork “in process” SHOULD NOT complete a FAFSA.  For these students, submitting a FAFSA to the federal government can put them at risk for deportation.  Some undocumented students have been placed into deportation proceedings after submitting a FAFSA.

6) When providing workshops or informational sessions on higher education, include information on AB 540 and opportunities available to undocumented immigrant students.
· Provide AB 540 trainings to counselors, teachers and staff 
· Inform parents about the post-secondary options available to their students
· Although most information is being presented to high school students, starting at the elementary and middle school levels will increase awareness about college opportunities for all students  

CALIFORNIA STATE AB 540 SUPPORT GROUPS

CALIFORNIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE (CCC)

· East Los Angeles College – 

· e-mail

· Glendale Community College - Voces del Mañana 

· e-mail: ydanzer1@yahoo.com 

· Oxnard College - EOPS

· http://www.oxnardcollege.edu/studentservices/extendedopp/index.asp 

· Riverside Community College - MEChA

· e-mail: mechadercc@yahoo.com
· Santa Barbara City College - Cal SOAP

· http://www.sbcalsoap.org/resources.htm 

· Santa Monica College - Association of Latin American Students (ALAS) or EOPS

· http://www.smc.edu/eops
CALIFORNIA STATE UNIVERSITY (CSU)

· Cal Poly Pomona – Demanda estudiantil para Igualdad Educacional (De Pie)

· Depie_calpolypomona@yahoogroups.com 

· CSU Dominguez Hills - Espiritu de Nuestro Futuro

· e-mail: espiritudenuestrofuturo@yahoo.com
· CSU Los Angeles - Students United to Reach Goals in Education Project

· http://www.groups.yahoo.com/group/csula_surge  or csula_surge@yahoo.com
· San Jose State University - Student Advocates for Higher Education (SAHE)

· http://www.geocities.com/ab540students
· Chico State

· chicostateequaleducation@yahoo.com
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA (UC)

· UC Berkeley - Rising Immigrant Scholars through Education (RISE)

· brenda@uclink.berkeley.edu 

· UC Davis - Improving Dreams, Equality, Access and Success (IDEAS)

· e-mail: ucdequaleducation@yahoo.com 

· UC Irvine - Improving Dreams, Equality, Access and Success (IDEAS)

· e-mail:

· UC Los Angeles - Improving Dreams, Equality, Access and Success (IDEAS)

· http://www.studentgroups.ucla.edu/ideas 

· UC San Diego

· glima@ucsd.edu 

· UC Santa Barbara - Improving Dreams, Equality, Access and Success (IDEAS)

· e-mail: ideasatucsb@yahoo.com 

· UC Santa Cruz - Students Informing Now (SIN) Verguenza

· e-mail: porlacausadelosestudiantes@yahoo.com 

UNIVERSITY CENTERS/ COMMUNITY ORGANIZATIONS

· Futuros Educational Services – www.futuros-california.org
· Orange County DREAM Team Coalition - http://istillhaveadream.org 

· University of Southern California - Center for Higher Education Policy Analysis (CHEPA)

· http://www.usc.edu/dept/chepa  or e-mail: chepa@usc.edu 

· CHIRLA’s California Dream Network - statewide effort to organize AB 540 groups

· e-mail: ab540network@yahoo.com 
ADDITIONAL RESOURCES 

· Public Counsel (www.publiccounsel.org) - For up-to-date information on state/federal legislation
· National Immigration Law Center (www.nilc.org) - For up-to-date information on state/federal legislation

· Pew Hispanic Center (www.pewhispanic.org) - For research and statistics on undocumented immigrants
Futuros Educational Services

www.futuros-california.org

